Rooted in the community – growing for the future
Letter 37
Wednesday 27th July 2016

Dear Parents and Carers
I know this newsletter covers an extra three days than normal, but even so I can’t quite believe how much we have
managed to cram into the very end of the school year.
Wheels Days and Bikeability
To round off our Sport for Life fortnight the children in each class have been able to bring in or borrow scooters, bikes,
skateboards, etc. and practise their skills in the playground. We want each child to leave Shire Oak with at least one
physical activity that they love and will continue and we certainly saw a lot of children who could find that happiness
with their wheels. Well done to the children who learned to ride a bike in their session too.
18 of the Year 6 children took part in Bikeability on Thursday and Friday. After practising and demonstrating their
control and safety on a bike in the playground, they transferred to the local roads to check their proficiency as road
users. Well done to all who took part!
Sports Days
The weather held! Having eyed the forecast with trepidation, we ended up with mostly sunny Sports Days on all three
occasions. Thank you to the parents, friends and grandparents who came to cheer on all the children as they competed
in their house teams. I am pleased to say that all children took part and all the children finished their races. The scores
have been added up and for the three sports days combined the scores were Leopards 84, Elephants 96, Rhinos 102,
Lions 106 and Giraffes 110.

We might not have won the match against Meanwood, but we played
well and enjoyed ourselves at the football match after school on
Thursday. Thank you to Mr Marshall for coaching the children all year
and making sure they got to plenty of matches! 
Thank you to FOSOPS for all their hard work this year. Liz Craven is
taking a break from all her hard work in FOSOPS, so we are very
keen to recruit new members for next year! Attached to the newsletter
is a way of helping us raise money that works by tracking your online
spending. If that is something you feel comfortable with, please do
consider clicking us!
Music Concert
Very well done to the great number of children who shared what they have been learning in their music lessons at the
end of term music concert. 1/7th of the school performed and we had pianists, violinists, flautists, recorder players,
guitarists, drummers and even a trombonist! The children had practised hard, performed their pieces very well and
delighted the audience. Thank you to all their teachers, especially those who could join us on Thursday, and to Mrs

Susan Koyuncu in the office for organising the music lessons so well. If your child has been inspired to learn an instrument
she is the person to talk to about going on the waiting list for lessons.

Quite a few regular audience members commented that this year’s Year 5/6 production was possibly the best to date.
The singing was powerful and tuneful, the actors worked hard and delivered the script with humour and understanding
of the content. The play was Go for Gold and was about the origins of the Olympic games. We are so impressed with
how the children worked together to rehearse and perform a show of this quality. Thanks are also due to their staff
who have rehearsed, cajoled, nagged, costumed, encouraged and organised them to the final product. (Sara Mitchell,
Heather Flanagan, Alun Davies, Sue Marlow, Kate Earl, Sue Nicol and Judith Swiers.)
On Monday our Safer Schools Police Officer came to speak to us in assembly about staying safe in the holidays. PC
Jamie reminded the children to make sure an adult always knows where they are, to be careful of traffic and to know
what to do if approached by a stranger. He also spoke about Pokemon Go. Like us he thinks that geocaching and
activities like Pokemon Go can be a great way to get out and about, but reminded the children that the usual safety
rules apply however exciting the game is. We have attached some information about this to support parents.
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us yesterday at St Michael’s Church for our end of year Leavers’ Service.
We listened to the memories of our Year 6 children, said thank you and goodbye to our head cook Mrs Margaret Ellis,
who is retiring. We also recorded the school singing Kate Rusby’s Walk the Road so that we can send it to her. We
are also saying goodbye to Teju Sonuga (Y2 teacher) and Becky Bugler (Reception maternity cover teacher). We have
loved working with them and wish them all the very best in their next roles.

This morning’s assembly was a chance to round off the year, to celebrate achievements at sports days, in the rugby
team, in classrooms, in Mrs Woodley’s maths sessions, Maths Passport, music exams and in attendance. I am pleased to
say that our attendance has been good this year, which is reflected in the number of children with 100% attendance
for the school year. We have appreciated good communication with you about unavoidable absences and have been
pleased to see families working hard to improve persistent absence (attendance below the 90% threshold). Thank you!
We also celebrated the final position for the House Teams: 5) Elephants, 4) Leopards 3) Rhinos 2) Lions 1) Giraffes.
Finally I would like to say thank you to all the parents and carers for your support this year. I hope you have a good
summer break and I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 6th September.

Jane Astrid Devane
janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk
DIARY DATES
Monday
September
TRAINING DAY school closed to children
rd
Friday 23 September
Shire Oak’s 10th anniversary community picnic in the afternoon
st
Monday 31 October
TRAINING DAY school closed to children
th
Wednesday 5 October
* School photo day (individual and siblings)
Friday 7th October
* Visit from Panamanian teachers
th
Tuesday 15 November 2016 Open Morning for current and prospective parents, 9:15- 11:15am.
(Open Evening for prospective parents who cannot attend during the day, 6pm.)
th
Thursday 24 November 2016 TRAINING DAY school closed to children (TBC)
Tuesday 3rd January 2017
TRAINING DAY school closed to children
th
Thursday 12 January 2017
Open Morning for current and prospective parents, 9:15- 11:15am.
st
rd
Wed 1 – Fri 3 March 2017
Y4 Residential to Lineham Farm TBC
Saturday 10th June 2017
Headingley Youth Music Festival and Summer Fair 12-4pm. All children performing
at around 2pm.
Wednesday 21st June 2017
TRAINING DAY school closed to children
* means added or changed since last newsletter
TBC means this is yet to be confirmed and may have to change
5th

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously at our school and we appreciate your help with this. If you have any
concerns or observations regarding health and safety, please contact Jane Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver or Liz Craven.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding child protection issues, please speak to Jane Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver
or Hilary Whitehead.
If you have questions about your child’s progress or how to help them with the learning they find difficult please speak to your
child’s teacher or make an appointment to see them via the school office.
The governors are always interested in hearing the views of parents. If you would like to speak to a governor, then please
email the chair, Julia Kelly shireoakgovernors@gmail.com Julia is often on the playground, particularly at the start and end of
the week, if you would like to talk to her.)

Collect FREE donations for Shire
Oak Primary School every time
you shop online.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/shireoakcofeprim/

