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Dear Parents and Carers

What a great week in school with many of our children really trying hard with their learning and making good progress. It
has been particularly lovely to see some of our children sharing their successes this week. Yesterday we enjoyed Year 3’s
very atmospheric poetry on the subject of volcanoes. They had been working with local
poet James Nash who said that their style of writing (including personification, similes
and metaphors) was of a standard he would associate with much older, secondary
school children. Thank you to the
families who came to support them.

Thank you also to everyone who
came to the Reception Class
assembly this morning. | was very
sorry indeed to miss this, but have
heard lovely reports of their Little
Red Hen talk for writing and artist-
inspired artwork and about just how
beautifully confident and loud they

were. Well done Reception!

The children might have told you that we are encouraging our classes and our Eco
Team to take part in the Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2026 and, despite the fog and gloom
this week, have already logged quite a few species. We know that many of our
children are also keen to take part in the national RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 2026
which runs from today until Sunday. You choose one hour to observe the birds that

come to rest in your garden (or the park, The Ridge or anywhere that you can stay
for the hour) and then log them online. It's simple and fun and really helps to build a
picture of the wildlife in our country and what help might be needed to sustain them.

INDOOR TOUCH RUBBY TOURNAMENT |

OnWednesday last week we hosted the Year 8 GilsIndoor Touch Rugby Tournament YV € dlWalys love hearing about the things our pupils go on to do after leaving

for the North Leeds region.

Shire Oak. | was very pleased to see in the Carr Manor newsletter that half of
the successful Y8 girls’ tag rugby team started playing here with us. We know
that girls especially can disengage from physical activity as they enter
adolescence so having a good grounding (and friends who enjoy the same
sports and physical pass times) is a good way to help prevent this happening.

N We are pleased to hear that a good number of families have already booked
onto the holiday playscheme here in the February half term. You can still
book on the ACamps booking site. However, if you need to pay with tax-

free childcare vouchers then please fill in this Google Form instead to book
a space, and then contact our office to arrange payment. Thank you.
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| hope you have a good weekend. Next week there is a training day on Tuesday and the ’rachers will be receiving
training on using philosophy in their teaching toolkit and other members of staff will be doing paediatric first aid training.

Jone Astrid Devone
Jane Astrid Devane
janead(@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

DIARY DATES
Monday 26™ January Y3 parent visitor — volcanologist.
Tuesday 27 January TRAINING DAY. School closed to children
Friday 30" January Stay and Play for YR, Y1 and Y2 families. Lunar New Year theme.



https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?mac=bwmith0230&utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=bgbw-2026&utm_content=ppc&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23336523972&gbraid=0AAAAADLmW3hx8S6ltyspqCt3BitHju4xq&gclid=Cj0KCQiA1czLBhDhARIsAIEc7uhyi0OzkQ8LC27mWrM23sQjeJJjHIWarYM2IL7V_Ic6G_RiFsSmMCoaAs-YEALw_wcB
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ace-sport-uk-february-half-term-active-camp-at-shire-oak-ce-primary-leeds-52e296d7-4cd9-4604-9d3c-8aa04bbb7382?_gl=1*1f4fit6*_gcl_au*MTE0NDYyNTk5MC4xNzY1NzkwMjc1*_ga*NTA4NjY0Mzg2LjE3NTc1Nzg3NzE.*_ga_Q91F0PQ6V3*czE3NjYxNjA3MzAkbzM4JGcxJHQxNzY2MTYwNzMzJGo1NyRsMCRoMA..
https://forms.gle/2s46HT5NRWWfi9Y3A
mailto:janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

Monday 2 February

Health checks YR and Y6

Monday 2 February

Bright Bites dental visitor to Year 4

Tuesday 3t February

Reception Class pizza-making trip (TBC)

Tuesday 3rd February

Audiology team to conduct hearing checks with Y1 children

Tuesday 3rd February

Y5 trip to York Chocolate Story

Wednesday 4t February

Reception Class maths meeting 1pm online (please note the change from the original time)

Friday 6t February

Y6 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!

Monday 9% February

Canals and Rivers Trust water safety sessions

Tuesday 10™ February

Fire Safety Visit to Year 5

Tuesday 10t February

%

Football match playing ‘at home’ at Lawnswood v Adel after school.

Thursday 12t February

Year 5 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!

Friday 13t February

Pancake Sale after school (Shrove Tuesday in half term)

16™ to 20% February HALF TERM School closed to children. A Camps will run a holiday playscheme here at Shire Oak.

Wednesday 25t February

NSPCC workshops Y2, Y5 and Yé.

Thursday 26" February

Football team playing Ireland Wood at ‘home’ (Lawnswood pitch) after school

Friday 27" February

Stay and Play for YR, Y1 and Y2 families.

Sunday 1¢t March

Shire Oak Sunday at St Michael’s Church 10am TBC

Thursday 5" March

World Book Day

7hto 16" March

British Science Week (we extend this for the fortnight)

Wednesday 11t March

French Day in school

Monday 16" March

Y6 Pizza Club starts (which day TBC)

16t - 20t March

Neurodiversity Celebration Week

Wednesday 18" March

Virtual Reality workshops

Thursday 19% March

Eid ul Fitr assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome! TBC

Thursday 19" March

Y3 Sports Festival am

Monday 23rd March

Y6 Tag Rugby at Kirkstall pm

23rd March onwards

Class visits to St Michael’s to explore Easter story begin

Wednesday 25" March

Parents and Carers’ Evening (appointments this week or next week)

Friday 27t March

FOSOPS bun sale after school (buns from Y5 this time please)

Wednesday 1t April

Parents and Carers’ Evening.

Thursday 2 April

TRAINING DAY. School closed to children.

3rd to 17™ April EASTER HOLIDAY School closed to children. A Camps will run holiday playscheme here at Shire Oak.

22nd and 234 April

D:Side workshops about medicines, drugs and alcohol safety

Friday 24" April

Vaisakhi Assembly 9am in the hall. All welcome!

Friday 1s May

Year 2 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!

Monday 4t May

BANK HOLIDAY School closed to children

7t to 8th May

Year 4 Residential

Friday 8" May

Y5 trip to waste recycling plant

w/c/ 11t May

KS2 SATS week. As these are statutory, please avoid planned appointments, etc.

w/c 18" May

Bikeability for Year 6

Wednesday 20t May

Multicultural picnic after school TBC

Friday 227 May

FOSOPS bun sale after school (buns from Y6 this time please)

Wednesday 10% June

TRAINING DAY. School closed to children.

Friday 12t June

FOSOPS bun sale after school (buns from YR this time please)

Tuesday 16" June

Y5 trip to Water Treatment Works

Friday 26" June

Y3 sharing assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcomel

Wednesday 1¢t July

Transition day for children moving to Y7 at Lawnswood School and our in-school transition
day with sessions for incoming Reception.

Friday 17t July

FOSOPS ice cream sale after school

DATES: https://www.leeds.gov.uk /schools-and-education/school-holidays-and-term-dates

* means added or changed since last newsletter TBC means this is to be confirmed and may have to change.
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