Rooted in the community — growing for the future
Letter 4
25t September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a lovely and busy week in school and it was great to see so many family members at Stay and Play this
morning. (Hopefully this will help you to make sense of some of the things your children tell you — or don’t tell you — about
their classroom!) Thanks also to everyone who joined us this week for meetings in Reception and Year One about how the
children learn and in Year 6 about preparations for the residential to Robinwood. If you missed the meetings teachers have
shared the information on Tapestry or on paper. There is another chance for parents and carers to visit school on Friday
next week when we will be hosting our annual Harvest Festival. At this special assembly we sing, share learning about
food and where it comes from and show our gratitude by collecting in donations of food that we then share with Rainbow
Junktion and the local food bank to help others enjoy good food. Food can be brought in from Wednesday — classes will
have a box for collecting it in so that we can then make a display in the hall ready for Friday morning.

This week we started a project with St Michael’s Community Garden to develop
the space at the old churchyard for everyone to use. qur 2 found out qbout
daffodil planting and thought about | = ' |
where they would like the bulbs to be laid
out. (Year 3 and Year 4 will be helping
with the planting.) Thank you to Cassy for
working with us on this.

This week we were very pleased to work
with - One Day Creative who are

developing new drama workshops on
gender bias and trialled them at Shire Oak because they know we think it is
important for our children to engage critically with stereotypes in society and
stand up for themselves and others. Well done to Yeor 5 and Year 6 who
participated well and gave helpful feedback. '

Year 6 are really getting into the swing of their
leadership roles. Eco Team are busy designing an Eco Club for Year 5s to attend. Today Yés

led Lego Club for Reception and KS1at lunchtime and this will now take place every Friday.
(KS2 will have their Lego Club on Monday lunchtimes.)

On the subject of leadership, we have a vacancy on the Governing Body for a parent governor and also for a co-opted
governor from the community:
The role of the governing board
The school’s governing board is responsible for providing confident and strategic leadership, and creating robust
accountability, oversight and assurance for the school’'s educational and financial performance.
The board is passionate about education and committed to continuous school improvement to ensure the best possible
outcomes for our pupils.
The role of a parent governor
As a parent governor, you'll work with the board to make sure it effectively carries out the duties referred to above. You'll
also play a vital role in bringing a parental perspective to the governing board, but you're not there to speak ‘on behalf’
of the parent body.
To be a parent governor you should have:

e A strong commitment to the role and to improving outcomes for children

e Good interpersonal skills, curiosity, and a willingness to learn and develop new skills

e The specific skills required to make sure the governing board delivers effective governance
The governing board is keen for candidates to have skills in the following: resources, finance, buildings and HR although
this is not a barrier to other interested parents offering their time.



Expectations of governors
e Attendance at the four full governing body (FGB) meetings held a year. All governors then sit on one of the sub-
committees who meet in between FGBs to carry out the work of monitoring, evaluating and steering the work of
the school.
e Maintaining confidentiality
e Committing to training
e Visiting the school

e Terms of office are typically for three years at a time

How to apply

If you're interested in applying for the role, please complete the candidate form attached to this letter and return to the
school office by Friday 9" October). If we receive more applications than there are vacancies, a secret ballot will be
carried out. We will inform you closer to the time if we have to do this. If you have any queries about this process or would
like to find out more about the role, please contact me.

| am pleased to attach the flyer for the holiday camp that will be here in October half term, run by A Camps. Families can
book direct on their Pebblepad page.

Finally, thank you very much to Headingley Voices choir for their very generous donation to our Opportunities Fund. The
choir rehearse here on Thursday evenings and always welcome new members. https: //headingleyvoices.com/

| hope you have a lovely weekend.
/'\‘\':;) 4\—_ ¥ i L“L

Jane Astrid Devane

— — - )
Joune ij N2

Headteacher
janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

PS Please see the monthly eSafety newsletter attached to the newsletter this week.

DIARY DATES

Harvest Festival, 9am in the hall. All welcome. (As well as this special assembly we ask

Friday 2nd October
for donations of food that can be distributed via Rainbow Junktion and the local
foodbank. They particularly ask for: Unopened tinned food and dry food); Unopened
bread/bakery products in a package; Opened spices/oils; Pet food. Sending it in a
clean plastic shopping bag helps us pass these on too. Thank you.

Sunday 4th October Families invited to St Michael’s Church for their harvest celebration 10am (Donations of

food will be for Ranibow Junktion and Food Bank)

Tuesday 6% October
Thursday 8" October
Friday 9" October
Saturday 10t October
Sunday 11t October *
Wednesday 14t October
Wednesday 14t October
Thursday 15t October
Sunday 18t October *
Monday 19" October *

Y3 trip to Harlow Carr

After school local rugby tournament at Weetwood Primary School TBC

Y5 class assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.
FOSOPS Woodland Walk TBC
Groundforce Day to work in the school grounds 1-3pm s

Y5 virtual Anglo Saxons history workshop with Durham University a.m.

Parents and carers consultation evening (you will book slots nearer the time)

Y2 trip to Whistlestop Valley

Families invited to St Michael’s Church for an all-age service (Creation/ The Environment)
Y6 Viking Day in school

Wednesday 21 October

Y4 Class Assembly in the hall, 9am. All welcome

Wednesday 21t October *

Parents and carers consultation evening (you will book slots nearer the time)

Friday 23rd October

TRAINING DAY school closed to children (Last day of term —have a good half term break)

Monday 2" November

First day of the half term

Thursday 5" November

Flu immunisations in school

Friday 6™ November

Diwali Assembly in the hall, 9am. All welcome.

Wed 11tH November

An Act of Remembrance will be held

Thursday 12" November

Individual photos day TBC (prints will be back before Christmas)

Friday 13t November

Y3 Class Assembly in the hall, 9am. All welcome.



https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ace-sport-uk-halloween-active-camp-at-shire-oak-primary-school-leeds-d69476a7-3c2e-436c-932c-5e39c8d38629
https://headingleyvoices.com/
mailto:janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

Monday 16" November

Anti Bullying Workshops as part of Anti Bullying Fortnight

Wed 18% November

Winter Festival of Fire straight after school. All welcome!

Friday 20t November

Year 6 class assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Tuesday 24" November

Headingley Lights Switch On at St Michaels TBC

Wed 25% November

Open Morning for prospective parents (although current parents may attend too)

Thursday 26™ November

Hanukkah assembly, Qam. All welcome.

Mon 30t Nov to 2nd Dec

Robinwood residential school trip for Year 6 children

Wed 2rdto 3¢ December

D:Side sessions on Internet Safety across school

Wednesday 9% December

Nativity play dress rehearsals for KS2 to watch

Thursday 10™ December

Reception Class Nativity Play am

Friday 11t December

Year 1/2 Nativity Play am

Tuesday 15t December

Carol Service at St Michael’s Church 10:30am TBC

Tuesday 15" December

School Christmas lunch (can be booked in advance)

Wed 16t December

School Christmas disco night YR 3:45 — 4:45 movie night in classroom;
Y1/2/3 3:45 — 4:45 disco in the hall; Y4/5/6 5-6pm disco in the hall.

Thursday 17t December

Christmas party day with party lunch and Christmas music performances by Chestra

Friday 18" December

Last day of term — have a good Christmas holiday

Monday 4t January

First day of term

Thursday 7t January

Open Morning for prospective parents (although current parents may attend too) s

Friday 15" January

YR Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Wednesday 20* January

Parents and carers meeting about Y4 residential, 5pm. TBC.

Friday 220 January

Y6 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Monday 25" January

TRAINING DAY school closed to children

Wednesday 27 January

YR and Y6 national measurement and vision checks

Friday 29" January

Stay and Play in YR, Y1 & Y2 at the start of the day. Lunar New Year theme. All welcome.

Tuesday 2 February

Y5 trip to York Chocolate Story

Wednesday 34 February

Meeting about maths for YR parents and carers 1pm online TBC

Tuesday 9" February

Shrove Tuesday pancake sale in the hall after school by FOSOPS

Thursday 11t February

Y2 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!

Friday 12t February

Last day of half term — have a good half term break

Monday 22 February

First day of half term — pupils back in school

Sunday 28" February

Shire Oak Sunday, 10am at St Michael’s Church. All welcome. TBC.

Tuesday 2" March

Y5 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Thursday 4t March

World Book Day including dressing up

5t to 14% March

British Science Week

Mon 8t & Tues 9t March

Hands On Science Workshops as part of British Science Week

Thursday 11t March

After school local netball tournament hosted at Shire Oak TBC

Friday 12t March

Science Fair in the hall during the day

Monday 15" March

Weekly pizza club for Y6 starts this week

15t to 19t March

Easter visits to St Michaels Church TBC

Tuesday 16" March

Eid ul Fitr assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Wednesday 17 March

Parents and carers consultation evening (you will book slots nearer the time)

Friday 19" March

Comic Relief Day TBC

Wednesday 24t March

Parents and carers consultation evening (you will book slots nearer the time)

Thursday 25" March

TRAINING DAY school closed to children

Wednesday 31 March

Y3/4 production dress rehearsal to the rest of school TBC (may move to week before)

Thursday 1t April

Y3/4 production to families TBC (may move to week before)

Thursday 1t April

Y5 trip to music day at Lawnswood School

Monday 19% April

Pop up pool swimming due to start TBC

Friday 23d April

Vaisakhi assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!

6™ to 7t May

Y4 residential to Bramhope Scout Campsite TBC

Friday 7t May

Y5 trip to Recycling and Energy Recovery Facility

w/c Monday 10* May

KS2 SATs week (statutory tests — please avoid appointments, etc. this week)

Friday 14t May

Y2 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.




Mon 17t —Fri 21 May Bikeability for Year 6. They have the strongest chance of achieving the proficiency
standard if they have practised cycling in preparation. Cycle North often run sessions in
school holidays for beginners

20t /21 May D:Side sessions in school on substances

Tuesday 25" May

Y1 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

7thto 11t June

Green Week with road safety activities, etc.

Wednesay 9t June

RSE information meeting for Y5 & Y6 parents/carers

Thursday 10™ June

Class photo day

Wednesday 16" June

TRAINING DAY school closed to children

Thursday 17 June

Y4 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Friday 18t June

Non uniform day in return for prizes for the tombola at HYMF

Wednesday 23 June

Parents/ carers meetings for incoming Reception class morning and evening TBC

Saturday 26™ June

*| ¥ ¥ *

Headingley Youth Music Festival 12-4pm. This is a festival and summer fair we host for
the whole community. Everybody in school is performing so we ask families not to schedule
birthday parties, etc. to clash with it. Thank youl

Thursday 1s July

Y3 Class Assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome.

Friday 2nd July

Orienteering Day Y5/6 Becketts Park; Y3 /4 The Ridge YR/1/2 school grounds TBC

Wednesday 7% July

Transition Day with Stay and Play sessions for new Reception Class. TBC

Thursday 8t July

Music recitals 9:15am and 2pm

Monday 12t July

Y5/6 Sports Day 1:15pm TBC

Tuesday 13% July

YR/1/2 Sports Day 9:15am TBC

Tuesday 13t July

Y3/4 Sports Day 1:15pm TBC

Wednesday 14 July

Y5 /6 production dress rehearsal to school

Thursday 15% July

Y5/6 productions afternoon and evening 5:30pm (ticketed) TBC

Tuesday 20% July

Leavers’ Service St Michael’s Church 10:30 am

Wednesday 21 July

Teachers available after school to discuss end of year reports

Thursday 22nd July

K| %] K| %] K| K| R %] % ¥ %] *

Leavers’ Bowling trip and last day of the school year.

DATES: https://www.leeds.gov.uk /schools-and-education /school-holidays-and-term-dates

* means added or changed since last newsletter TBC means this is to be confirmed and may have to change.
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https://www.cyclenorth.co.uk/children
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-holidays-and-term-dates

