Rooted in the community – growing for the future
Letter 29
Friday 8th June 2018
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you all had a good half term holiday; it has been great to hear the children’s news as they have come back to
school. We are very busily getting ready for Headingley Youth Music Festival and our Summer Fair tomorrow. All of
our children have been rehearsing A Millions Dreams and The Song of the Shire Oak Tree (with lyrics by Shire Oak children).
We will be singing at 2pm and so children need to be near mainstage at the front of school by about 1:50pm. Year 4 will
kick off the whole festival playing their djembes at 12 o’clock (so need to arrive by 11:45.) Other performers and children
who were winners or finalists in the Shire Oak’s Got Talent lunchtime competition should know when and where they are
performing. (All performers get a free go on the bouncy castle or assault course!) Here is a sneak preview of the programme:

We still need volunteers tomorrow, particularly for some of the stalls and the barbecue. Even if you can only help for a
short while, please let us know if you are available. (And of course we won’t let you miss your child’s performance!) Finally,
please promote the event to friends and family as we really like this to be a community event.
The Year 5 rugby team went into the half term holiday feeling especially proud as they had become the first Shire Oak
team to reach the city wide semi-finals. Unfortunately they couldn't get past Grimes Dyke but the experience has already
given them ideas for next year. This week the Y6 rugby team played their first round of games in the Culley Sevens
tournament at Whinmoor. Shkar made a winning debut with the team as they beat Roundhay after losing to Highfield and
then later drawing with St Augustines. This has set them up well for the final round of games in 3 weeks time.
Year 3 started their latest Forest School project this week as they were learning how to use tools safely and effectively.
Over the next few weeks, these pieces of willow will be transformed into kazoos using saws, billhooks, mallets and potato
peelers (see photos overleaf).
I hope we have a great weekend!
Jane Astrid Devane

janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

DIARY DATES
Headingley Youth Music Festival (including our summer fair) 12-4pm
Geography Mapping Fortnight includes orienteering in Otley 11th (Y5) and 18th (Y6)
New Reception Parents meetings (morning and evening)
* Reception Class trip to Leeds Beckett Discovery Garden
* Parents/carers information meeting for Y5/6 S&Relationships Education. 5:30pm
Danish storytelling and music in conjunction with Headingley Music Festival (Y5)
Reception class assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome! (Note change of date)
Y5/6 carrying the flags at Leeds Rhinos v St Helens match in the evening
Headingley Open Gardens 2-5pm when we will open our grounds to visitors
Reception trip to Harewood House TBC
Movie Night
TRAINING DAY school closed to children
Stay and Play in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 at the start of the day.
Temple Academy transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Ralph Thoresby transition days (Y7 in 2018)
Year 3 class assembly, 9am in the hall. All welcome!
Carr Manor transition day this week, TBC (Y7 in 2018)
Transition day
Lawnswood School transition days (Y7 in 2018)
Allerton High transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Give out reports to parents this week.
Abbey Grange transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Music recital by children learning instruments. TBC.
Cardinal Heenan transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Corpus Christi transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Leeds City Academy transition day (Y7 in 2018)
Dress rehearsal (am)& evening performance for Y5/6 End of Year Production
Y1/Y2 trip to Meanwood Valley Urban Farm
Learning through Sport Week (including swimming gala)
Height and weight checks for Year 6 with school nursing service
Y3/4 Sports Day
Y5/6 Sports Day
Reception/Y1/Y2 Sports Day
Bikeability training for Year 6. Start practising riding now so you are confident to
learn to go out on the roads with the tutors.
th
Friday 20 July
New to you/secondhand uniform sale after school
Tuesday 24th July
Leavers’ Service, St Michael’s Church
th
Wednesday 25 July
Last day of term before the summer holiday
Kidzone will be running a holiday club from 30th July to 17th August, 8:30am to 5:30pm for children aged 4-12. To
register and book a place please phone 07708879920 or 07847442492 by the 29th June ideally.
* means added or changed since last newsletter TBC means this is yet to be confirmed and may have to change
Saturday 9th June
Mon 11th – Fri 22nd June
Tuesday 12th June
Tuesday 12th June
Wednesday 13th June
Thursday 14th June
Friday 15th June *
Friday 15th June
Sunday 17th June
Tuesday 19th June
Tuesday 19th June
Wednesday 20th June
Friday 22nd June
Tuesday 26th June
Wed 26th & Thurs 28th June
Thursday 28th June
w/c 2nd July
Wednesday 4th July
Wed 4th & Thu 5th July
Thursday 5th July
Monday 9th July
Tuesday 10th July
Wednesday 11th July
Wednesday 11th July
Thursday 12th July
Thursday 12th July
Thursday 12th July
Friday 13th July
Mon 16th – Fri 20th July
Monday 16th July
Monday 16th July
Tuesday 17th July
Wednesday 18th July
Wed 18th – Fri 20th July

We take the safeguarding of children very seriously at our
school and we appreciate your help with this. If you have any
concerns or observations regarding health and safety, please
contact Jane Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver or Liz Craven.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding child protection
issues, please speak to Jane Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver or
Jane Hinchliffe.
If you have questions about your child’s progress or how to
help them with the learning they find difficult please speak to
your child’s teacher or make an appointment to see them via the
school office.
The governors are always interested in hearing the views of
parents. If you would like to speak to a governor, then please
email the chair, Julia Kelly shireoakgovernors@gmail.com Julia is
often on the playground, particularly at the start and end of the
week, if you would like to talk to her.)

