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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I can hardly believe we are nearly at the end of half term, having 

spent only one 2021 day all in school. I am so impressed with the 

way the children are engaging at home with remote learning and I 

know how much effort parents are putting in to making it work! 

(That said, you might be surprised just how independent some of 

our pupils can be when in a class of 30 without a parent to hand… 

you aren’t being mean if you remind them to use the 5 Worker 

Bees. When working at home the ‘board’ can be the slides or other 

uploads on Google Classroom and asking the boss can be asking 

you or emailing the teacher to ask for help.) 

 

It has been great to hear about our children really getting stuck 

into their reading at home. Above all else, keeping or making a 

regular reading habit is key to successful later learning and will be 

invaluable throughout their whole lives as well as when we are 

back in school and trying to consolidate learning done at home. I 

would like to say a special thank you to Janie Percy-Smith who has 

been running our mobile library this half term, making sure that 

children have fresh reading material. She says: It has been lovely to 

chat to so many children and parents while out delivering library 

books. However, after half term children who are in school can come 

themselves to the library to change their library books on Tuesday or 

Wednesday. For those children who are learning at home, there will 

be boxes of library books in the main entrance and children are 

welcome to come and exchange their books there. Please remember to return library books you have at home. It may well be 

that we are back in school after a fortnight, but if you are isolating due to symptoms, contact tracing, a positive test or 

shielding instructions then we can still arrange to drop books off to you – please let us know.  

To celebrate our love of reading we will be joining in with World Book Day on the 4th March this year. We aim to include 

a special assembly, with a chance to show off costumes, props and accessories. There will be fun reading-themed 

activities set by the teachers and chances to talk about the books, characters and genres we love. For those of you (young 

and old) who dread dress-up days it is fine to make something that represents a book or character, gather together some 

accessories to give clues or draw a picture instead. Alternatively there are some ideas here and here. (Definitely do not 

feel pressurised into buying or sewing something, please!)  

This week has been Internet Safety Week and we marked the occasion by dedicating Tuesday’s lessons to keeping safe 

online. We couldn’t do our usual drama activities in the hall to 

really explore the subject, so used One Day Creative’s online 

platform to let the children join in from home instead.  I hope 

they spoke to you about what they were learning, as good, 

open communication with the adults who look after them is key to 

kids being safe online and behaving appropriately themselves. 

Childnet.com have produced this newsletter about supporting 

young people online. There is also a good deal of information 

on our website e-safety page that may be useful to you. Thank 

you to everyone who joined in with our online assembly this 

morning. Thanks also to School Council who stayed online afterwards for our first virtual School Council meeting! They 

have some great ideas – including making a school film! They would like children to take and send in two (landscape) 

photos… one showing what they love about home learning and the other showing the less fun side to it. They will collect 

them in the first week back and make a film from them with music in the background (children can suggest suitable tracks.)   

https://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/share-a-story/
https://www.roalddahl.com/charity/get-involved/roald-dahl-story-day-fundraising/dressing-up-tips
https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-and-preschool/last-minute-easy-world-book-day-costumes/
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.shireoak.org/e-safety


Pencil, pen, 

felt tips, 

paints, 

webcams,  

keyboards, 

and  

microphones; 

just some of 

the ways that 

Shire Oak 

pupils are 

expressing 

themselves 

and 

responding 

to their home 

learning 

tasks. Well 

done Bethan, 

Cora, Patch, 

Alek, Charlie 

and Bella!   

We have not yet heard the exact plans for school re-opening, but we 

believe there will be an announcement on or around the 22nd February. 

This has been a hard lockdown for many families and the strain is starting 

to show. You have our utmost sympathy and admiration. During term time 

please do contact us if it would be helpful to talk about your situation. 

(Just ask for a call back from Jane Hinchliffe, Lawrence Nash or any 

member of staff.) If you or your child struggle or come to crisis point 

during the half term holiday, these contacts on a fold up and keep sheet 

may well be helpful. We are already planning ways to help the children 

when they return, using resources that were intended for Mental Health 

Week last week, Mindmate lesson materials and Circle Time. To help us 

with our planning for classes, groups and individuals all KS2 children have been asked to take part in the annual PASS 

survey, which has been shared with them via Google Classroom. The questions are non-intrusive and are designed in a 

way to give insights into pupil attitudes to self and school without upsetting the children. 

Thank you, as ever, for your support and encouragement this half term. I do hope that 

next week brings you a bit of a break and a chance to get outdoors, read a book, 

watch a film, lie-in or follow your own interests. For those families that love Lego do 

please take a photo (or even a stop frame animation) of your creations as we will try to hold a virtual Lego Club next 

half term to share our builds.  

Have a good half term. 

 

 

Jane Astrid Devane  

janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk 

 

 

P.S. Thank you for your 

help and understanding 

with trying to distribute 

in-school places fairly 

for after half term. We 

are getting increased 

requests from critical 

workers involved in the 

vaccination programme 

and it is good to be 

able to help them.  

https://yoomee-mhabitat-portal-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/store/6c5523541d922e02dc714e99498403978283b570c083818122ba48801bad
https://yoomee-mhabitat-portal-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/store/6c5523541d922e02dc714e99498403978283b570c083818122ba48801bad
mailto:janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk

