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Shire Oak CE (VC) Primary School 
Statement of Values 

 
Rooted in the community – growing for the future 

 

What are our values? 
 
Children at Shire Oak enjoy creative teaching and high quality learning. 
All our children are encouraged to fulfil their potential in a happy, safe and nurturing 
environment. 
We express our Christian values in a sensitive way while, at the same time, welcoming families of 
different faiths and beliefs. 
Children at Shire Oak recognise their responsibilities towards each other, the local community 
and the wider world. 

 

How do we live our values? 
 
Teaching and learning 
Our aim is for all children to make the best possible progress through high quality teaching and 
learning. 
We ensure children develop the key skills they will need for later life. 
We provide all children with a broad and balanced education that meets their particular needs.  
Children and staff are encouraged to be creative in all areas of learning. 
The school works closely with parents/carers; we recognise that children are more likely to fulfil 
their potential when we work together. 
 
A happy, safe and nurturing environment 
Staff and pupils show mutual respect for each other. 
We enjoy a stimulating and purposeful atmosphere in school. 
Our school is a happy place; children know that their concerns will be dealt with promptly and 
effectively. 
Children learn to be good friends, to care for each other and work cooperatively. 
School provides a safe and secure environment in which children learn to deal with risk 
appropriately. 
 
Social responsibility and behaviour 
We expect high standards of behaviour from all members of the school community. 
Children develop an understanding of right and wrong. 
Children are supported to play an active part in the life of the school. 
Children develop the knowledge and skills to make positive life choices. 
Through sharing and celebrating different faiths, children develop an awareness of the role of 
spirituality in everyday life. 
 
The school and the community 
Children are encouraged to play an active part in the local community and develop an 
understanding of their role as global citizens. 
The school works closely with partners from our local community to provide a wide range of 
learning experiences. 
We actively promote environmental sustainability in all aspects of school life.  (Reviewed 2017) 
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Shire Oak Primary School is committed to ensuring that children make the best possible progress through high 

quality teaching and learning. We carefully plan a curriculum that is innovative yet structured, challenging whilst being 

supportive and exciting, and from which all children can make the most of their potential regardless of ability, race, 
gender or background. We make sure that children develop the key skills they will need for later life enabling pupils 
to make links, develop their ideas, extend their learning and identify their strengths and areas for development with 
independence and increasing confidence. Through providing pupils with a range of stimulating activities covering all 
curriculum areas, we aim to enable children to develop new skills, assimilate knowledge and deepen understanding. 

 

Our Learning Culture 
Through the learning opportunities that we provide, we aim to develop all aspects of the child: academic; creative; 
emotional; social; physical and spiritual. We have high expectations of what every child can achieve and the 
determination they will develop to overcome all barriers to learning.  Our broad and balanced curriculum and school 
principles reflect this, as children are encouraged to ‘Be Their Best’. We offer children opportunities to make choices 
about their learning and so, the learning opportunities that we provide are relevant, inspiring and fun. Positive 
feedback and praise encourages all children to engage in learning without fear of failure and children celebrate 
achievements, feel safe, secure and valued. All our teaching is consistent with our Shire Oak values (see page 1) and 
those commonly defined as British values. 
 

Creative Curriculum 
At Shire Oak, we firmly believe that a cross-curricular approach to learning enables a child to make links, learn new 
skills and gain insights into the world in which we live. Rather than teach each subject as a discrete unit where no links 
are made, we foster in the children the ability to apply skills and knowledge they have gained in one area, to other 
areas of the curriculum and to apply such skills in the activities that they carry out. We ensure that delivering skills is 
given as high a priority as delivering content. Learning through experience provides us with opportunities to bring 
topics to life for children. We therefore ensure that there are regular opportunities for the children to participate in 
trips, walks, visits and activities and ‘theme days’ that enable us to learn in this way. 
In the Foundation Stage the curriculum is based on good Early Years principles, focussed on the prime areas of 
learning: communication and language; physical development; personal, social and emotional development. There is 
daily input on phonics, literacy and maths as well as activities and areas of provision to support learning across the 
whole curriculum. (see EYFS policy) 
In Key Stages 1 and 2 reading, writing and maths are taught in daily discrete lessons. The context for the learning 
objectives are drawn, wherever possible, from the topic for that term and other learning that is going on in class. 
Objectives are drawn from the National Curriculum for reading and maths, the Shire Oak English Framework for 
writing, and teachers’ assessment for learning.  
 

Planning 
To enable staff to plan effective, engaging and appropriate learning experiences to meet the needs of each pupil, we 
use a three stage system of lesson planning:  
Stage 1: Long Term Overview 
At the Foundation Stage there is long term planning in place for continuous provision (resourced areas of the classroom 
and outdoor area) and progression.  
The long term curriculum overview is where in a two year cycle each topic is covered through the rest of school. Within 
each topic, the expectations of the National Curriculum are included to ensure that our pupils are provided with broad 
and balanced learning experiences that meet statutory requirements.  
Stage 2: Medium Term Subject plans 
At the Foundation Stage medium term planning is half termly, showing themes and activities across all areas of learning 
that reflect the children’s interests. 
Teachers in Key Stage One and Two plan each topic in more detail and decide upon learning outcomes and an 
overview of the activities that the children will carry out within each area of learning. The purpose of these plans is to 
show the development of the topic / unit and the content of the skills which will be developed. 
Stage 3: Short Term  
At the Foundation Stage the teacher produces daily plans. These plans detail what subjects and topics are being taught 
in which sessions, the key learning objectives for each session, criteria that children need to meet in order to be 
successful and the activities that will be taking place and how the provision will be enhanced. These are often in the 
form of objective lead planning. 
Teachers in Key Stage One and Two produce weekly plans for English, Maths and Topic work, using agreed planning 
formats. These plans detail the learning objectives for each individual lesson, as well as describing what criteria the 
children need to meet in order to be successful. It also details the differentiated activities that each group within the 
class will carry out, including, where required, those with Special Educational Needs and those who are gifted in the 
subject, any assessment of skills and knowledge that may take place and effective use of adults to enhance learning. 
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Teaching  
We ensure that our teaching is stimulating and engaging so that all learners will be encouraged to make the most of 
each learning opportunity. Teachers use creative and imaginative ways in which to address the  learning objectives, 
including investigation, experimentation, listening, role play, discussion, observation, problem solving, questioning, 
communicating verbally or in written form and reasoning. Planning is inclusive of both concept development and 
language development. Learning objectives for each session are precise, context free, clearly communicated with 
children and regularly referred to during the learning. Links with previous learning are highlighted. Success criteria or 
Steps to Success that effectively scaffold and support children are identified for each session so that children 
understand what they need to do in order to succeed. Questions are asked to all and answered by all throughout 
sessions, ensuring high levels of participation in learning. Misconceptions and errors are addressed and used as positive 
‘learning moments’ so that children do not feel afraid to take risks or sometimes ‘get things wrong’. Children experience 
a variety of learning groups including whole class, small groups, pairs and individual work. Groupings are not always 
by matched ability but also by other criteria, such as varied ability, friendship and other. Through the range of learning 
opportunities we develop both independent learning skills and capacity to work and learn cooperatively. Focussed 
adult attention, through small group or individual work, happens regularly for all children, at all levels of ability. Talk is 
a key method of learning and so we create a wide range of opportunities to learn and develop ideas through talking. 
Children are actively involved in understanding, evaluating and reflecting upon their own learning. See marking and 
feedback policy for more details. 
 

Child Centred Learning 
We understand that each individual learns in different ways and at different rates. Formative assessment allows us to 
base our teaching on our knowledge of the children’s level of attainment, prior knowledge and next steps in learning. 
We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s level of ability. Differentiation is clear and 
purposeful and is done through task, resources, support and when appropriate, outcome. We believe that well-judged 
teaching strategies and provision must promote the development of resilience, confidence and independence of all  
learners. As a school, we understand the pivotal nature of high expectations through appropriate and ambitious 
challenge for all groups of learners, including our clearly identified vulnerable groups. When planning work for 
children with Special Educational Needs, we give due regard to information and targets contained in children’s 
Individual Education Plans, Individual Behaviour Plans and any Personal Care Plans. Children know and understand 
where they are and what they need to do to move on. Teachers set children formal writing targets, which are shared 
with children, referred to and reviewed regularly. Next steps in learning in other areas of the curriculum are shared 
with children through regular marking feedback (see marking and feedback policy). Regular data analysis enables 
staff to identify trends with particular groups and react appropriately with carefully matched teaching, targets and 
next steps. Analysis allows us to check all of our school policies for the equality of their impact. This analysis is done 
through regular pupil progress meetings and school data reports. 
 

The Learning Environment 
A high quality learning environment is a key factor in enabling and supporting learning. We ensure that the learning 
environment throughout school is clean, safe and tidy. There is an atmosphere of calm focus and purposefulness in 
school, which allows for busy activity, enthusiasm and noise levels that are appropriate for the learning task taking 
place. Behaviour is managed positively, promptly and effectively, in line with our Behaviour Policy, so that the focus is 
on learning. All staff are committed to building positive relationships with children and their families. Classrooms are 
welcoming, attractive and organised in such a way as to enable, support, encourage and stimulate a wide range of 
learning. Displays in classrooms are well presented, stimulating, varied and relevant. They include displays that show 
children’s completed work, communicate information relating to a project, encourage interactive learning and scaffold 
specific aspects of learning. Displays around school are of the same quality, but tend more often to show children’s 
completed work. We ensure that all children have the opportunity to display their best work at some time during the 
year.  
A distinctive aspect of the curriculum at Shire Oak Primary School is the commitment to outdoor learning. We know that 
children talk more when working outside and that practical and problem solving skills can often best be developed in 
the natural environment. Therefore, as well as obvious outdoor lessons, such as games and nature study, we have a 
minimum commitment of one quality outdoor lesson a week in Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. In Reception and as 
far as possible in Year 1, when the children are working in the areas of resourced provision (e.g. sand, water, book 
area etc.) the children can choose to work indoors and outdoors, freely flowing from activity to activity. Teachers make 
sure that ‘formal’ learning opportunities, such as reading and counting with an adult take place outdoors as much as 
they do indoors. We therefore expect staff and children to come to school dressed appropriately for the weather and 
outdoor working. 
We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and an exciting learning environment promotes 
independent use of resources and high-quality work by all children.  
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Educational Visits 
At Shire Oak we believe that experiencing things first hand is an excellent basis for further, deeper study. We plan a 
variety of trips and visits to support our learning across the curriculum. We are fortunate in our location to be able to 
access the local woodland, shops and library as well as bus links to many other places. Trips include visits to museums, 
galleries and places of natural beauty and interest as well as others to meet experts or for children to try out skills in 
real life situations. We walk or take public transport, where possible. Further information about how our visits are 
organised and led can be found in our Educational Visits policy. We include residential in our curriculum in year 4 and 
year 6. 
 

Homework  
We expect all children to read regularly at home, ideally every day. We also expect children to practise their number 
facts and other learning regularly, e.g. by practising their Maths Passport targets and spelling lists. Teachers also set a 
half termly leaflet that has ideas for a number of short skill based tasks reflecting learning across the curriculum. A 
bigger, generally more open-ended project task is also set. This enables children to make their own choices about how 
they learn, which aspects of their topic they want to research more deeply and how they want to present their research. 
We reward all children who complete homework with certificates. Children who make a special effort or are 
particularly creative or diligent in their approach to their homework receive special certificates and may also have 
their work shared in our special assemblies or have their work displayed around school.  

 
Parental Involvement in Children’s Learning 
We know that parents are a child’s primary educator and value the vital contribution they make to their child’s learning 
progress. In addition to the support they provide in ensuring children complete their homework there are many other 
ways in which we work together. In Reception, parents are encouraged to look at and contribute to children’s learning 
journeys (profile books).  In Key Stage 1 and 2 parents are given a termly school report, which details their child’s 
attainment in reading, writing and Maths and indicates the age-related expectations for attainment. Teachers also 
grade each child’s learning behaviour and effort. Parents are actively encouraged to attend termly meetings with their 
child’s teacher, to discuss the report; their child’s progress, attainment and next steps. In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
we hold regular Stay and Play sessions at the start of the day so that parents and carers can join their children doing 
activities in class. All classes hold a termly sharing assembly when friends and family are invited. There are a number of 
other assemblies and celebrations throughout the year to which parents are also invited. As well as the half termly topic 
newsletter from class teachers, our weekly school newsletter shares information about the ways that classes have been 
learning and from time to time we hold workshops or parents events to share how children are learning in different 
subjects. For all parents we send out information like our booklet about how children progress in learning calculations. 
We actively seek ways to involve our parents by, for example, inviting them to exhibitions of art work or involving 
parents with a specialism to support our topic work.  
 

Assessment for Learning 
Please read our Assessment Policy for more information about how we use a range of strategies to ensure that they 
know the next steps that a child needs to make in their learning. The assessment policy also explains how this 
information is tracked throughout the year and how teachers attend Pupil Progress Meetings at least twice a year so 
that the progress and attainment of all children can be scrutinised and plans made to address any issues that arise.  


